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Mathematics

In the PYP, mathematics is viewed primarily as a vehicle to support inquiry, providing a
global language through which we make sense of the world around us. It is intended
that students become competent users of the language of mathematics, and can begin
to use it as a way of thinking, as opposed to seeing it as a series of facts and equations
to be memorised. The power of mathematics for describing and analysing the world
around us is such that it has become a highly effective tool for solving problems. It is
also recognized that students can appreciate the intrinsic fascination of mathematics
and explore the world through its unique perceptions. In the same way that students
describe themselves as “authors” or “artists”, a school's programme should also provide
students with the opportunity to see themselves as “mathematicians”, where they enjoy
and are enthusiastic when exploring and learning about mathematics.

Mathematics Strands: The PYP identifies five mathematics strands in developing what
we want students to know, understand and do:

e Data Handling

e Measurement

e Shape & Space

e Pattern & Function
e Number



